
 

 
 



The Lord God has given each of us a physical body, a soul and a 
spirit. Our bodies enable us to function in the natural world, but 
they also illustrate important spiritual realities. Two parts of the 
body are especially significant in our walk as sons of God: the ear 
and the tongue. 

Our key passage is Isaiah 50:4-5: 

‘The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned [disciple], 
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him who is 
weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear 

to hear as the learned [disciple]. The Lord God has opened 
My ear; and I was not rebellious, nor did I turn away.’ 

Notice the order. God first awakens the ear of the disciple before 
He gives the tongue of the disciple. We are called to hear before 
we speak. 

He awakens my ear 
The ear is a remarkable part of God's creation. Yet Isaiah was 
speaking about more than our physical hearing. Physically, our 
ears are always working, but spiritually our ears must be 
awakened and opened by God. He awakens us ‘morning by 
morning’ to hear as disciples. Hearing is more than detecting 
sound; it is receiving what is spoken. Many things can prevent us 
from receiving—distraction, lack of attention, or deciding that 
what we hear is unimportant. Spiritually, hearing requires 
training. As disciples, we deliberately set aside time each day to 
seek the Lord, hear His word, and receive His instruction.  

What are we hearing? We hear the voice of the Shepherd, the 
word of God, the instruction of the Holy Spirit, and the call of 
God upon our lives. But Isaiah also shows us how we are to hear: 
‘I was not rebellious, nor did I turn away’. True hearing always 
produces obedience. It is not simply listening, but receiving 
and responding. 

The opposite is also true. An ear that becomes dull, blocked or 
resistant leads to confusion, deception and, eventually, a 
hardened heart. In a world filled with competing voices, we must 



‘take heed how we hear’.  Luke 8:18. There is no neutral ground. 
We are either growing in hearing and obedience or becoming less 
responsive to the Lord. 

We are accountable to respond when we hear the call of the Lord 
to us. He has thought long and hard about us and when He calls 
our name it is important that we respond accountably. We have 
the example of Samuel, who chose to receive and obey the word 
that the Lord God spoke to him, even though he was a little 
afraid at first.  We are called to do the same. 

The tongue of the disciple 
The Isaiah verse began by saying, ‘The Lord God has given Me the 
tongue of the learned.’ Just as God awakens the ear, He also gives 
the tongue. It is not something produced by age, education or 
natural ability, but by a teachable heart that hears and 
obeys God. 

The tongue is a small but extraordinary part of the body. 
Although small, the book of Proverbs reminds us that ‘death and 
life are in the power of the tongue’. A learning disciple's tongue 
has a purpose: ‘to speak a word in season to him who is weary’. 
Our speech should build up, strengthen and encourage others. 

How do we learn to speak like this? First, we speak the truth. 
Scripture makes no distinction between a ‘white lie’ and any 
other lie. Second, we edify one another. The Bible teaches us to 
speak words that build others up, especially during difficult 
seasons. Our homes become important places where we learn to 
encourage and honour one another. Third, we speak as we are led 
by the Holy Spirit. He teaches us not only what to say but also 
when to remain silent. Finally, our tongues are given for praise 
and worship. 

James also warns us about the danger of an unrestrained tongue. 
Though small, it can cause enormous damage, like a tiny spark 
setting an entire forest on fire. Words spoken in anger, pride or 
bitterness wound others and reveal what is happening in the 
heart. David understood this when he prayed, ‘Set a guard, 



O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips.’ 
Psalm 141:3. Rather than trusting his own self-control, David 
asked God to guard his speech. 

Isaiah presented a clear pattern for every disciple. The Lord 
awakens our ear so that we hear His voice. As we receive His 
Word with obedience, He gives us the tongue of a disciple so that 
we may strengthen others. As we are trained by His word and led 
by His Spirit, our ears and tongues become instruments through 
which Christ is revealed to others. 

 

Questions to consider... 
• Isaiah 50:4-5 presents a clear order: God awakens the ear 

before He gives the tongue. Why is it important that a 
disciple learns to hear and obey God before speaking, and 
what are some practical ways we can prepare our ear to hear 
each day? 

• The purpose of the tongue of a disciple is "to speak a word in 
season to him who is weary." How can we ensure that our 
words consistently bring truth, edification and life to others, 
and what role does the Holy Spirit play in shaping 
our speech? 

• Samuel responded to God's call even though at first he was 
afraid, and Isaiah said, "I was not rebellious, nor did I turn 
away." What does an accountable response look like when the 
Lord speaks to us, especially when His instruction is difficult 
or stretches us beyond our comfort? 

You are warmly invited to join us: 

• Songs and worship  |  9.30am – 10.15am 
• Word ministry  |  10.15am – 11.00am  
• Morning tea  |  11.15am – 12.30pm  
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